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HOMELESSNESS — 10-YEAR STRATEGY 
Motion 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [11.28 am] — without notice: I move — 
That the Legislative Council notes the relationship between domestic and family violence and 
homelessness, and commends the state government for the 10-year strategy on homelessness and its goal 
to end homelessness in Western Australia. 

Family and domestic violence is a disease of our society. I was in the legal profession for about 10 years, and my 
practice had a strong focus on family and criminal law. I witnessed firsthand the devastating effects of domestic 
and family violence on people’s lives and health and wellbeing. On numerous occasions I had to see clients who 
came in with injuries and bruises—others came in with photographic evidence of their injuries—inflicted by their 
partners. On a number of occasions I went with my clients to apply for violence restraining orders, to seek legal 
protection from their violent partners. Family and domestic violence has many forms, including physical, 
emotional, mental and psychological abuse. Whichever form it takes, violence in our society is never acceptable, 
even more so when the violence is perpetrated against women and children. 
It is a sign of the progression of our society that we talk more and more about family and domestic violence, and 
that there is more and more reporting of it. Family and domestic violence can happen to anyone—any family—
irrespective of their background. A number of multicultural communities are talking about family and domestic 
violence, and we need to work together as a society. We must not look at only one section of the community, but 
across the whole community to make sure that family and domestic violence does not happen in any household. 
In 2016–17, more than 51 000 family and domestic violence incidents were investigated by the police. During the 
same period, in almost 24 000 of those incidents children were exposed to violence. The McGowan Labor 
government is developing a comprehensive policy package to tackle family and domestic violence. It is a fact of 
life, as many members know, that women and children are overwhelmingly represented as the victims of family 
and domestic violence. 
I was listening to the radio yesterday on my way to Parliament, and the program’s guests were two ladies. They 
both had stories of family and domestic violence. One of the ladies has been in an abusive relationship for seven 
years. The constant theme was very timely. It was that it is not enough to tell victims of domestic violence to just 
leave an abusive relationship. Those ladies gave clear evidence that that is easier said than done. It is well known 
that abusers can be manipulative. They make the victims think that the violent outbursts and incidents are triggered 
by the victims. Abusers will make the victims think that if they had not acted in a certain way, the violence would 
not have happened. Abusers can chip away at a victim’s confidence a bit at a time, and gradually over time isolate 
them from their families, friends and circle of support. More often than not, over time abusers can make the victims 
financially reliant on them, making it harder for victims who have young children. 
Apart from all that, there is the real concern that if a victim leaves a relationship, they may become homeless. They 
may have nowhere to go and no friends to turn to, and they may have children. Homelessness can have many 
causes; however, family and domestic violence is the number one cause for recorded requests to specialist 
homelessness services at over 42 per cent. That is a huge figure. There is a strong causal relationship between 
family and domestic violence and homelessness in Australia. According to Australian Bureau of Statistics figures, 
of the 100 000 Australians sleeping rough every night, 9 000 are Western Australians. Many have been the victims 
of family and domestic violence incidents. Of the 9 000 homeless Western Australians, over 1 000 sleep rough on 
the streets, over 1 000 are in supported accommodation for the homeless, 2 000 are staying with other people 
temporarily, 1 000 are in boarding houses and temporary lodging, and about 4 000 are in severely crowded 
housing. Sixty per cent of those experiencing homelessness are under the age of 35, 44 per cent are women, and 
13 per cent are under the age of 12. Among those in youth homelessness services, half had slept rough before the 
age of 18 and two-thirds had been in out-of-home care. What particularly worries me is that more than half who 
had left home or run away from home had done so because of violence between parents or guardians. 
Members know that I have participated in the Vinnies CEO Sleepout for the past two years. With the generous 
support of members from this chamber and the other place and members of the community, we raised over $12 000. 
I intend to participate in the 2019 Vinnies CEO Sleepout, and I hope members will support me. If members’ 
schedules permit, perhaps they can participate in that with me. 
Hon Tjorn Sibma: In separate sleeping bags, I hope! 
Hon PIERRE YANG: You have to have your own. I have a small one—I cannot share it with you, honourable member! 
Hon Sue Ellery: He’s not that big! 
The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I think we have digressed from the point. Hon Pierre Yang has the call. 
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Hon PIERRE YANG: But homelessness cannot be solved by private donations alone. It cannot be solved by 
non-government organisations alone, and it cannot be solved by governments alone. It takes a whole-of-community 
approach. It takes the federal government, state governments, local governments, community organisations and 
private citizens to work together to come up with a clear guideline—a clear framework—to tackle this very sad 
issue that we are experiencing while being one of the richest countries in the world.  
I think the McGowan Labor government is on the right track as it starts developing its 10-year strategy on 
homelessness. It is ambitious for the government to have a goal to end homelessness in Western Australia in 
10 years. I commend the government for making that commitment to end homelessness. As we know, the 
homelessness issue was under the Department for Child Protection and Family Support. After the restructure, it 
now comes under the Department of Communities. In the last financial year, that department has provided 
$85 million to support community organisations that provide homelessness services. This strategy will be 
a whole-of-government plan to identify and create linkages across homelessness service delivery through 
improved communication, collaboration and coordination. It will identify evidence-based services to support those 
experiencing homelessness. 
In addition, the McGowan Labor government has released its “Affordable Housing Action Plan 2017–18 to 2019–20”, 
which commits to delivering 7 700 homes to people on low to moderate incomes. The government will also invest 
in new construction that will support $2.3 billion of economic activity, while creating 6 000 jobs over the term of 
three years. It also increases the previous target of 30 000 affordable housing opportunities to a minimum of 
35 000 affordable housing opportunities by 2020. The action plan focuses on the connection between people, their 
immediate surrounds and their home, placing greater emphasis on where and how people live, not only on what 
they live in. The plan also delivers additional crisis and social housing for our most vulnerable citizens, expands 
traditional rental housing and continues to support Keystart loans and shared home ownership for aspiring low to 
moderate–income homebuyers. 

As part of the action plan, the McGowan Labor government will also leverage existing investments in Metronet 
by integrating quality affordable housing and community facilities with transport hubs. The Metronet social and 
affordable housing and jobs package will bring the private sector into the fold and the private and government 
sectors will work together to deliver 1 390 new homes, which will in turn support 2 350 jobs and generate over 
$765 million in economic activity. Construction and redevelopment will centre on transit-oriented locations, 
including new Metronet and existing heritage lines precincts in established communities. It will provide affordable 
housing solutions whereby people also have access to transport, services, amenity and community support. 

The government is dealing with the issue of homelessness with a view to tackle and target the root causes of the 
issue while also dealing with the symptoms of the issue. I have every confidence that we will make significant 
progress in both the issues of family and domestic violence and homelessness once we start the strategy. 
I commend the government on its policy initiatives and I commend the motion to the house. 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.43 am]: I am very pleased 
to rise this morning to support the motion that has been moved by my colleague Hon Pierre Yang, which reads — 

That the Legislative Council notes the relationship between domestic and family violence and 
homelessness, and commends the state government for the 10-year strategy on homelessness and its goal 
to end homelessness in Western Australia. 

I make special mention of the work that Minister McGurk is doing in this space around not only ending 
homelessness but also preventing family and domestic violence in WA. When we talk about homelessness, we 
need to acknowledge that one of the leading causes of homelessness for women and children is family and domestic 
violence. In 2016–17, approximately 72 000 women, 34 000 children and 9 000 men seeking homelessness 
services reported that family and domestic violence caused or contributed to their homelessness. The government’s 
10-year strategy, as we have heard from my colleague Hon Pierre Yang, will improve communication, 
collaboration and coordination, but, most importantly, identify evidence-based services that will best support those 
who are experiencing homelessness. 

Given that family and domestic violence is one of the leading causes of homelessness in WA and the country, we 
also need to address the prevention of family and domestic violence. To stop family and domestic violence, one 
of our clear messages, as a government and throughout the community, must be that this violence will not be 
tolerated in our community. I think that the government absolutely should be leading and championing the way. 
We are well on our way to doing that, but this is also a whole-of-community issue. As a community and a society, 
we need to work together to prevent family and domestic violence. We can no longer ignore or, worse, accept what 
is happening to women in our community. I want to share a newspaper article by Jane Gilmore in this week’s 
The Sydney Morning Herald. It states — 
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As I write this, six women have been killed in the last five days. By the time you read it, there could well 
be more dead women making a small blip in the news cycle, but a blip is all they’ll get. No outpouring 
of national grief and rage. Just a blip. Compassion fatigue, it’s called, apparently. 

Our compassion is fatigued by the daily drain of women being beaten, raped, assaulted, ignored, dismissed, 
blamed, ridiculed, murdered. How exhausted we all are by the violence women live and die with. 

October 3: A dead woman, bound and collared, was dumped in a park in Sydney. She has not yet been 
identified and no one has been charged with her murder. 

October 3: Gayle Potter was killed in Traralgon. A man known to her was charged with murder. 

October 4: A woman died in … the Northern Territory after an alleged assault. A man known to her was 
charged with her murder. 

October 5: Dannyll Goodsell was found dead in her home after a house fire. A man has been charged 
with her murder. 

October 5: Kristie Powell was found beaten to death in her home near Wollongong after years of living 
in fear of a stalker. Her five-month-old son was sleeping meters from her body. No one has yet been 
charged with her murder. 

October 6: A woman was stabbed to death in Rockingham. A man has been taken into custody in relation 
to her murder. 

All these murders were reported against the backdrop of Brett Kavanaugh’s appointment to the 
Supreme Court, following historic sexual assault allegations, as the most powerful men in the world men 
thunder about men’s lives being ruined by women speaking about the violence men have subjected them to. 

Imagine this: Six women are murdered by men in five days. Men all over the nation are filled with rage. 
They organise rapidly on social media, amplified by mainstream media reporting of their activism. Protest 
marches spring up in every major city in the country. Tens of thousands of men rally. They stay up for 
hours the night before, painting signs and placards, calling all their male friends and family so they can 
meet and go to the rallies together. No man is left behind. Men uncomfortable in crowds are supported 
by gentle friends. 

Men feeling triggered and shaky are held in loving male arms, told to cry and hold on to the men who 
feel their pain and carry their grief.  

Men with a long history of activism against male violence are chosen to speak at the rallies. They share 
their stories. They cry for the lost women. Rage against the cruelty of lives ripped apart. Comfort each 
other and vow to never stop fighting until women are safe. 

As the rallies end and the crowds of men slowly disperse, they separate off into small groups. Men sit 
together in bars, cafes and parks because they cannot bear to be alone after collectively draining all that 
pain and knowing there’s still so much more under the surface. Men sit with each other unable to stop 
their tears because they’ve been to so many rallies before and know they will have to do it again. 

Are you laughing yet? Or crying? Both? Because this is a ludicrous story, right? Protesting men’s violence 
is women’s work. Men rally (when they have a woman to organise it) to defend each other from 
accountability. Women rally to defend each other from violence and death. 

And still we’re told to stop demonising men because they are our husbands and fathers and sons and 
brothers, and they are good men. Where are all those good men when we protest and rage about the things 
men do to women? Where is their rage? Where are our brothers when women gathering in their millions 
to protest the election of … a man who has been accused of sexual violence by at least 22 women? 

Where were our brothers when Trump jeered at Dr Ford’s courageous testimony of her sexual assault? 
Were they in the crowd screaming their support for him, not because they thought she lied but because 
they knew she was telling the truth and how dare she? 

Where are our good brothers when men tie women who tell the truth to a social media stake and set her 
alight? Where is their rage? Where is their exhaustion after grief and rage has worn them down? Why do 
they hang their heads and mumble when they’re forced to hear women’s stories? Why do the loudest male 
voices fight only to assure us that #NotAllMen, the thin veneer over a demand the woman in front of 
them reassures them we’re not talking about YOU. 
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Six women dead in five days. There is no doubting men’s capacity for rage, so why are they not raging 
about this? 

I do not share this article with members in the house because I hate men and I think all men are bad. I do not, not 
at all. But something needs to change, and government absolutely needs to lead the way. As a community, we need 
men to do more. We need to stand up and say, “Do you know what, guys? This violence against women is not 
going to be tolerated. It is no longer cool. We are not going to sit back and accept what is happening to our mothers, 
our daughters, our sisters, our nieces, our friends.” Something needs to change because women are standing up. 
We are going to marches and we are rallying. We are saying, “Do you know what? We don’t want to be sexually 
assaulted, sexually harassed, raped, beaten and murdered.” Something has to change. All we are asking is that men 
stand up and say, “Yes, we’re going to stand with you. This isn’t good enough.” 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [11.52 am]: On behalf of the opposition, I rise to contribute to the 
motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang. At the outset, I want to say a couple of things. I know that the honourable 
member moving the motion has a demonstrated track record on and commitment to the issue of homelessness—
a record of which he should be proud. I congratulate him for that record, which I have observed, even in his 
relatively short period in Parliament. I know that he moved this motion with genuine sincerity. Equally, I commend 
Hon Samantha Rowe for her contribution moments ago. It is plainly obvious to any member here today that the 
member holds a passionate, reasoned and reasonable position with respect to the issue of the prevention of family 
and domestic violence, and has articulated that very well here today. I commend her for that. 

However, notwithstanding the goodwill of the members who have just spoken, on behalf of the opposition, I want 
to say that I find it a little premature for members to congratulate the government on the homelessness strategy. 
That takes nothing away from the goodwill and commitment of those members and the passion with which they 
hold their particular positions. But it is very difficult for the opposition to join with the government in seeking to 
commend—I take the words from the motion—the state government for the 10-year strategy on homelessness, 
when the 10-year strategy on homelessness is currently under a consultation phase. The purpose of the strategy, 
as I understand it, is to develop a plan. The plan is yet to be developed. The plan will be an outcome to be delivered 
in due course. I would have thought that when the plan is delivered or tabled in Parliament, that might be the time 
for some commendation and congratulations. To simply be in a position 18 months into government to say, 
“We’re going to be working on a plan, and at the moment we’re consulting and we’d like some commendation 
and congratulations” is very difficult for an opposition to be part of. 

This motion has sought to link homelessness with family and domestic violence. As the shadow Minister for 
Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence, I want to let members opposite know that all is not necessarily well 
in that portfolio. I will give one example because I have limited time today. Prior to the election, Labor Party 
members opposite put together a useful and transparent document entitled “WA Labor: Stopping Family and 
Domestic Violence: A Fresh Approach for WA”. It was released in January last year. It sets out a number of things 
that the Labor Party said it would do if elected. I will give one example today. One of the things that the government 
said it would do was establish two specialised one-stop hubs. In August last year—the government had been in 
government for five months at that point—I asked — 

I refer to the government’s commitment to establish two specialised one-stop hubs to provide specialist 
family and domestic violence services. 
(1) Which stakeholders have been consulted about the location of the one promised metropolitan hub? 
(2) Which stakeholders have been consulted about the location of the one promised regional hub? 
(3) Further to (1) and (2), has a short list of locations been prepared? 
(4) If yes to (3), will the minister table a copy of the short list? 
(5) In which calendar month are the hubs scheduled to be operational? 

The response that came back on 24 August last year was — 
(1)–(5) The government looks forward to progressing and delivering its commitments and is currently 

working through the budget process to do so. 
That was in August last year. During estimates last year—budget estimates happened late last year because of the 
election period and so forth—I asked some questions on this. Some evidence came out during one of the estimates 
hearings on 19 October. After that, we are entitled to ask additional questions. My question was — 

I refer to the evidence given at the hearing on 19 October 2017 in which the committee was informed that 
the Government’s commitment to establish two specialised “One Stop Hubs” was subject to a different 
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process in comparison to the process being undertaken to fulfil a separate commitment to establish 
another Communicare Breathing Space, and I ask: 
(a) what is that process; 

The answer that came back stated — 
This is in the process of being determined at this point. 

In estimates, the government tells us that it will be part of a different process. I asked what the process was and 
the government said — 

This is in the process of being determined at this point. 
There is a love for the word “process”, but very little action is taking place. Later on, in another question, I asked — 

what is the target date for the completion of that process? 
The answer was — 

This is in the process of being determined at this point. 
It is pretty obvious that in October last year nothing had been done about this commitment. In December last year, 
I asked — 

I refer to the answers to additional questions provided by the Department of Communities following 
the 2017–18 budget estimates hearings confirming the information received by the committee that  
the government’s commitment to establish two specialised one-stop hubs was subject to a different 
process from the process being undertaken to fulfil a separate commitment to establish another 
Communicare Breathing Space. 
(1) In which calendar month will the process be determined? 
(2) Which key stakeholders have been consulted about this process?  

Hon Sue Ellery replied — 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(2) A project plan to guide the development of the one-stop hubs is being prepared. The project plan 

will include consideration of consultation processes and timetables. 
This was at the end of 2017 and nothing was happening with the one-stop hubs. The only reason it decided to make 
a project plan was that the annoying opposition kept asking questions and reminding the government about its 
commitments. 

I now fast-forward to June this year. During the budget estimates hearings—in fact, it was a question prior to the 
hearings under the electronic lodging system—I asked this question — 

I refer to the government’s commitment to establish two specialised “One Stop Hubs”, and I ask: 

(a) What is the amount of funding that has been allocated to this for 2018/19 — 

That is, the financial year we are in at the moment — 

Answer: Nil  

(b) What was the estimated expenditure on this for 2017/18; 

Answer: Nil 

(c) On what dates has the Minister attended meetings or briefings about the establishments of the hubs; 

Answer: None 

So absolutely nothing was happening with respect to this in June. I then asked — 

Has a project plan to guide the development of the hubs been prepared: 

(i) If yes, when was it prepared; and 

(ii) Will you table a copy of the project plan and if so, when? 

Answer: No. An agreement was reached between the Department of Communities and Curtin University 
in April 2018 for Curtin to conduct research and develop options for the two One Stop Hubs. 

First of all, nothing was happening. The minister attended no meetings and no budget allocation was made. When we 
asked some questions, the government said, “Well, we’re working out the process.” Then we asked, “When will 
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you work out the process?” It said, “Well, that’s in the process of being determined.” Then it eventually said, 
“We’re going to work on a project plan.” When I asked, “When are you going to do the project plan?”, it said, 
“Actually, we’ve now commissioned Curtin University to do some work on this.” 

I asked further questions about all this and found that the cost payable by the department under the agreement was 
a whopping $68 796.74. To top it off, only two months ago, the minister said in the other place — 

The Department of Communities engaged Curtin University to assist with reviewing existing models and 
scoping options. Curtin University has run a number of consultations. I am pleased that we have been 
able to extend the time frame for this process … 

Here we are, 18 months in, and nothing has happened with the one-stop hubs. That is just one example of many 
that I could bring to members’ attention about the performance in the portfolio of the prevention of family and 
domestic violence. I am concerned about that. I indicate to members that it is very difficult at this point in time for 
the opposition to join the house in congratulating the government on its performance in this portfolio when we 
have this stark example of under-performance and no performance. 

HON ALISON XAMON (North Metropolitan) [12.02 pm]: I rise to indicate the Greens’ general support for 
this motion. It is always important that we talk about issues of homelessness and family violence as a priority; it 
should be a priority of all governments. I think that it is heartening to note that there has been a comprehensive 
approach to developing the 10-year homelessness strategy. I note that work on the strategy has been guided by the 
Supporting Communities Forum Working Group on Homelessness, and I am pleased that a co-designed approach 
to this strategy has been adopted. There are many intersections between this work and the extensive work that has 
already been undertaken by the WA Alliance to End Homelessness. The Department of Communities 
commissioned a report that was released earlier this year, titled “Homelessness in Western Australia: A Review 
of the Research and Statistical Evidence”, which will also inform the strategy. 

There is a well-established link between homelessness and domestic violence, with domestic violence being one 
of the main drivers of homelessness and the most common reason people seek assistance from specialist 
homelessness services. We know that it is critical for women, in particular, to be able to access safe, accessible 
and affordable accommodation so they can leave violent relationships. This is a critical element to ensuring that 
women remain safe. 

Although I welcome and acknowledge that the government is focused on addressing domestic violence and 
reducing homelessness, domestic violence remains an endemic problem that is currently, I would argue, at crisis 
levels in Western Australia. It is an issue that rarely seems to be out of the spotlight at the moment. This year has 
been a particularly appalling one. So far this year, 23 people have been killed in suspected family-related murders 
in Western Australia—that is more than two a month, compared with 11 for the whole of last year. That includes 
10 women and nine children. WA has the second highest rate of reported physical and sexual violence perpetrated 
against women in Australia, second only to the Northern Territory. Frankly, those figures are horrifying. We 
welcome the work being done by the government on this matter. We welcome the appointment of a Minister for 
Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. We will welcome the Residential Tenancies Legislation Amendment 
(Family Violence) Bill 2018 when it gets to this place and is debated, which is aimed at giving victims of family 
violence more choice about their housing. We also welcome the introduction of paid family and domestic violence 
leave and note that WA public servants took the equivalent of almost 150 days of that leave in the first six months 
of that entitlement being established last year. That is a very large figure and it is very concerning, but it is more 
evidence of the often hidden nature of domestic and family violence. 

However, I also note continuing gaps in family and domestic violence services, particularly for women who live 
in regional and remote areas. I note that this is a particular problem when we remember that Aboriginal women 
are disproportionately affected by family and domestic violence. We also know there is still much to do for women 
who come from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, particularly those who do not have access to 
government benefits. They have been identified as a group that is particularly vulnerable. We continue to have 
ongoing deficits in the provision of legal advice and support for family and domestic violence victims. We also have 
a deficit of crisis accommodation for young women aged between 14 and 18 years who are victims of domestic 
violence. Again, I draw members’ attention in particular to the recommendations around the intersections between 
elder abuse and family and domestic violence, which were further worked on in the recent parliamentary inquiry. 
I note that a high proportion of women in our prisons are domestic violence survivors. There is a desperate need to 
assist those women, particularly with trauma assistance, to address what have been some pretty horrendous lives. 

The intersection between homelessness and mental health and alcohol and other drug issues is also well established. 
It is essential that mental health issues are part of any discussion around homelessness. We know already that 
homelessness is a risk factor for mental health issues. Mental illness is also a risk factor for bringing about 
homelessness, so it is a double-edged sword. Research has demonstrated that between 48 per cent and 82 per cent 
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of homeless young people have a diagnosable mental illness, and between one-quarter and one-half of adults who 
experience homelessness are estimated to have severe and perhaps chronic mental illness. We know that lack of 
employment opportunities, limited housing options, stigma and discrimination associated with having a mental 
illness contribute to the risk of homelessness, while also being consequences of homelessness. To address the 
problem, it is important that people with mental health issues have access to housing that is appropriate for their 
situation and that support services are able to meet individual needs. This has been further elaborated on in the 10-
year mental health services plan. As noted in that plan, improving access to safe housing and associated community 
support also helps to prevent the specialised mental health treatment and short to medium-term accommodation 
system from being congested with people who want and are able to live independently in the community. 

I note that, clearly, we have strategies in place in this state, some of which were developed under the previous 
government and those that are being developed now under this government. It is equally important to follow 
through with action. That means it is not enough to develop a plan; we have to make sure that we are funding the 
services right across the spectrum, whether it be for mental health, alcohol and other drugs, or providing the dollars 
for the family and domestic violence services. We know we have a lot of really good strategies in place but now 
the hard yards come with ensuring they are funded. 

HON CHARLES SMITH (East Metropolitan) [12.09 pm]: I would like to say a few words on this motion. 
I thank Hon Pierre Yang for introducing this motion today. It is an opportune moment to discuss domestic violence. 
However, the motion has irritated me somewhat and I will get to that as we go. Before I do, I would like to remind 
the McGowan Labor government of the high levels of expertise some members of this place have gained in the 
real world. As he mentioned, the honourable member has some real-world experience from working in the legal 
profession and in the Family Court. I am sure Hon Alison Xamon has some real-world experience from her 
profession. Take me, for example. During my career with WA Police I chose to specialise in family violence and 
child protection. I did that job for in excess of three years. I have offered that knowledge, experience and opinions 
on how to tackle domestic violence directly to the minister, Hon Simone McGurk, who did not even have the good 
courtesy to acknowledge the correspondence I had with her. That was some time ago. Why would any reasonable 
person not wish to speak to a fellow parliamentarian who has worked intimately with what the Americans term 
battered women and abusive men? I personally have been involved in the lives of dozens and dozens of women who 
have suffered the most appalling physical and mental violence. I have worked with dozens and dozens of angry, 
violent and controlling men, yet Hon Simone McGurk does not seem to be interested. I find that extraordinary. 

I reiterate some statistics we have heard this morning because I think it is worth them coming out again. According 
to the Australian Bureau of Statistics’ “2016 Census of Population and Housing”, over 9 000 people were 
experiencing homelessness in Western Australia on that census night. Among those people, around 1 200 were 
children under the age of 12; around 3 000 were under the age of 25; and around 1 500 were over the age of 55. These 
figures are not only alarming in themselves but are also indicative that something is deeply wrong in our society. 

Let me turn to the motion. Who deals with the immediate fallout and the calls for help in domestic violence? That 
is right; it is the police. Frontline police officers attend domestic violence call-outs more frequently than all other 
jobs combined. Whatever the government’s reasons for not increasing frontline police offices and resources, if it 
could do it just to tackle the epidemic of domestic violence, it would go some way towards dealing with this issue. 

I have been to jobs where the walls were literally covered in blood from violent assaults, yet the men who commit 
these assaults are not even offered intensive programs in prisons; nor do they receive adequate prison terms. Only 
when the offender is imprisoned for an extended period does it give that immediate relief to the victim. She can 
have time to receive counselling, receive advice and make a rational decision on the nature of her relationship. 
I could go on and on about domestic violence. I have seen more than a lifetime’s worth. I want to offer one very 
simple solution because I have not heard any solutions so far today. I am aware that the government is doing stuff 
behind the scenes. I urge the government, in the strongest terms, to supply more women’s refuges. When a woman 
is ready to fly and leave that relationship, she needs somewhere to go. Time after time I would assist fleeing women 
and we would literally have nowhere to go. There were no spaces in the refuges out there, especially when there 
were children. A decision to leave a relationship can take years. When that moment comes and she is fleeing, there 
is nowhere to go. Many times she will have to go back home. It is a very simple remedy and I urge the government 
to build more and more refuges. They are in great need. 

In addition to that simple remedy, I would also like to encourage our Attorney General, Hon John Quigley, to put 
his remaining vigour into working with his federal counterparts to scrap the current family court legislation and 
start from scratch. The Family Court is a court of injustice and is responsible for more misery heaped upon misery 
on family breakdown. It is arguably responsible for suicide, murder and mental health breakdowns, especially of 
our children. I need only remind members what happened recently in Margaret River, where a grandfather chose 
to kill his entire family. That family was embroiled in the Family Court process. 
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To conclude, I would like to urge the government again to urgently build women’s refuges to help remedy just 
one piece in the jigsaw puzzle. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.16 pm]: I acknowledge the other 
speakers who want to take part in this important debate and I thank Hon Pierre Yang for bringing on yet another 
quality motion to the Legislative Council. What an excellent addition to the Legislative Council he has been. He 
is a smart, articulate, compassionate, caring and very kind person, and I acknowledge that he brings these very 
important social debates to the house. I congratulate the good voters of the South Metropolitan Region for electing 
him and hope they do again in the future. 

Homelessness comes with many other associated conditions: drug and alcohol abuse, mental health issues  
and family and domestic violence, as has been touched on earlier. We see it firsthand in all our electorates.  
I did quite a lot of work in and around Geraldton on this issue and brought together a group of providers and 
medical professionals and sat down and came up with some strategies that will now form part of the 10-year 
homelessness plan that the first-ever Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence is working  
on, and I commend her very good work on that. I must say that I certainly have the greatest respect for all  
those who work in this challenging and difficult field. Working with homeless people and victims of family  
and domestic violence is not an easy career. We have many caring, compassionate and kind people working  
out there, day in and day out, to better the lives of others. I commend them all and acknowledge their work in 
the community. 

I also want to make a special acknowledgement of my colleague Hon Samantha Rowe for her contribution. I can 
remember being in opposition when Hon Samantha Rowe and I were first elected to the Parliament. I heard 
members from this side of the house call out words such as “quota filler” to many of my colleagues on the other 
side of the house. I think they would have been eating those words when they heard Hon Sam Rowe’s contribution 
today. She is on the money. I know the motion is also about homelessness but I have changed tack a little bit since 
hearing her contribution. We as men have a big role to play in the prevention of family and domestic violence. 
I note that it is not always women who are the victims of this, but in the vast majority of cases that is certainly 
true. It is right that men speak up to one another and with one another about ways that men can prevent family and 
domestic violence. It is often men who get angry, get drunk, have mental health issues and become perpetrators 
and rip lives apart. As men, we should rise together and talk about this and accept that it is we who are at fault in 
the majority of cases. I can tell members that it is not easy to do that. It is not easy to get up and say, as men, 
“We should be critical of ourselves. We should be having a good, hard look at ourselves”, because I have done 
that before and it was not a pleasant experience. I once made a comment on social media following the rape and 
murder of a woman in Melbourne. I stood with women to point out that we, as men, are the problem and that we, 
as men, are the ones who need to modify and change our behaviour. It is not only up to women to prevent rape; it 
is also up to men to prevent rape. It is also up to men to play their part in the prevention of family and domestic 
violence. I acknowledge Hon Charles Smith’s point in his contribution that we need more refuges. He is right. But 
I think we can go a step further than that and look inwardly at ourselves as a collective of men in the community 
who have a role to play in the prevention of family and domestic violence. I think we should talk about that more. 
I do not think that in doing so we should be spurned by the media, as I was. The media should be encouraging us 
as a community to have that conversation. 

Hon Michael Mischin: You accused your constituents of being potential rapists.  

Hon DARREN WEST: That is not the case, member. I am not surprised that Hon Michael Mischin did not get 
what I was trying to say, but I was surprised that certain elements of the media did not understand what I was 
trying to say. I got enormous support from my community for making a stand. It does not surprise me at all that 
Hon Michael Mischin does not get it, but it surprises me that other people do not get it. 
Hon Michael Mischin interjected. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Hon Michael Mischin can get up and make a contribution in a few minutes, if he wishes. 
As men, we can make a great contribution to this debate and we can make a real difference to the prevention of 
family and domestic violence. It is a great motion, honourable member, and, as usual, his high standard of motion 
is debated across the house. I am also disappointed that the opposition representative could not bring himself to thank 
the government for trying to make inroads in this area, which has been ignored, pushed aside and neglected for many, 
many years by governments of both colours at the state, federal and local level. It is time that we have that discussion, 
make a long-term plan and all pull together as a community. I think that should happen across the chamber. 
We, as men, have a role to play in this, and I especially acknowledge Hon Samantha Rowe’s contribution, because 
it galvanised my mind to this issue and the former experience I had. Of course, we support the motion. We have 
a lot of work to do. We all have a lot of work to do. 
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HON LAURIE GRAHAM (Agricultural) [12.21 pm]: I rise to support the motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang 
today. I commend the previous speakers for their contributions in support of the motion on family and domestic 
violence and homelessness. It has been great a debate, particularly the contribution by Hon Samantha Rowe, who 
brought the debate down to the human level. She is to be commended. 
Hon Pierre Yang mentioned the 2016 census, which highlighted that 9 000 had people experienced homelessness 
and that 1 083 people were sleeping rough in WA. We should most probably be ashamed of that statistic. Not all 
those who are sleeping rough can be classed as homeless as they are seeking to improve their living arrangements. 
A very small percentage of people choose to live on the streets. I will make a quick reference to a couple of 
situations. Yesterday, I happened to be in Hay Street. Normally, I would not have raised this, but I witnessed 
a person who was obviously homeless being moved on, with his trolley, by police officers. They were trying to do 
it in such a way that they did not impact on the community. He was very demonstrative of his resistance to be 
moved on. He had everything in his trolley but the kitchen sink. He threw all sorts of comments at surrounding 
people. At the other extreme, a gentleman in Geraldton chooses to live rough. No matter how hard the community 
tries to help that gentleman, he chooses to sleep rough. He is very polite about the way he sleeps. He cleans up 
where he sleeps each night. He packs his belongings in his trolley, moves on and comes back the next night. When 
he is asked not to camp there anymore because he has exceeded his welcome, he happily moves along. I suppose 
they are the two extremes, but in between those two extremes, a huge percentage of people are impacted. A large 
number of women and children in particular end up driving around in their car in the middle of the night, looking 
for somewhere to go because they have had to do a runner. Obviously, the incidence of that is very high in the 
Aboriginal community, which results in all sorts of social problems. There are more and more instances of people 
camping in cars. I regularly talk to people from councils who have problems with that. Those people obviously 
have no permanent home to go to, unlike the around-Australia campers who camp out. We need to provide 
assistance to those people. Although I am sure that we point them in the right direction to services, I wonder how 
much effort we should put into making sure that they get the services they need and follow up afterwards to make 
sure there is a good outcome. People are generally fairly embarrassed and will not acknowledge that they have 
a problem. They might talk to us and acknowledge it, but they will not go to the services that they should go to 
because, quite frankly, they feel that they should not have to go to those services. Friends and others should be 
able to support them in their time of need, but we tend to not follow them up in the way we need to. 
I will quote some statistics from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. There is obviously an issue with 
federal government funding in this area in that it has not committed to longer term funding. I understand that the 
funding runs out this year. There is a suggestion that funding for another 12 months will be allocated to fund the 
services to which it is committed. Some of the statistics from the institute’s survey relating to women at risk of 
family and domestic violence show that one in six women experience physical and/or sexual violence by a current 
or previous partner. That is a very high statistic. The statistic for men is, of course, much lower at one in 16. One in 
four women have experienced emotional abuse by their current or previous partner. Men are fairly well represented 
in this area, with the statistic being one in six men. One in five women have been sexually assaulted and/or 
threatened. That is a terrible statistic that needs to be reduced. In the case of men, it is one in 20. They are just 
some quick statistics. Unfortunately, the statistics for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are very high. In the 
case of women and men who reported their experience before the age of 15 years, one in six girls and one in 
nine boys were physically and sexually assaulted. That is a very high number on assaults. The more telling 
numbers come later in the report. The report was done in 2018 so it is not an old report. It shows that in 2016–17, 
72 000 women, 34 000 children and 9 000 men saw homelessness services due to family violence. In the report, 
KPMG estimates that the cost of those services is some $22 billion, which is a huge amount. I understand that the 
cost of providing services is very high, but unless we provide services on a much more regular basis, it will be 
fairly difficult to meet all the demands on that sector. Compared with non-Indigenous Australians, Indigenous 
Australians experience twice the number of partner homicides, 32 times the rate of hospitalisation and seven times 
the rate of abuse and neglect. Those statistics are all very telling. 

In the short time I have to conclude, I will turn to some of the key findings on the geographic distribution of 
homelessness. Something like 4.4 per cent of the Australian population is homeless, and 3.5 per cent of those are 
sleeping rough, with a much higher number in WA. I commend this motion to the house. It is a very good motion. 
I trust that, despite some of the claims made today, we can move forward and seek to solve some of the elements 
of this problem in this term of Parliament. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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